
Romeo & Juliet Revision Toolkit 

1 The Information  
 Paper 1A 

 30 marks + 4 (AO4) SPaG 

 55 minutes 

2. The Process   
 Read the question carefully 

 Annotate key words and phrases with highlighter 

 Brief plan – overall impression of Capulet being a caring father in this extract 

 Language used – concern that she is too young. Comparison with his attitude later (Act 3 
scene 5) in the play when he threatens to throw her out on to the streets for her refusal to 
marry Paris. 

 Structure – rhyming couplets – iambic pentameter - effect? Status – patriarchal society, 
Juliet is his possession. 

 Natural imagery used to represent her youth. 

 Appears to be a caring father here, he immediately organises a party for Paris to woo Juliet, 
but does not show love or compassion again until her death. He says they are cursed in 
having her, threatens, bullies and mimics her. 

 End of play he will build a gold statue to Romeo in her memory. 

3. Example question 
  

 Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 2 of Romeo and Juliet and then answer the question 
that follows.  
  
At this point in the play Lord Capulet and Paris are discussing Juliet.  
   

 PARIS But now, my lord, what say you to my suit?  
CAPULET But saying o’er what I have said before:  

My child is yet a stranger in the world, 
 She hath not seen the change of fourteen years; 
 Let two more summers wither in their pride,                            
 Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride. 
PARIS Younger than she are happy mothers made. 
CAPULET And too soon marred are those so early made. 
 The earth hath swallowed all my hopes but she; 
 She’s the hopeful lady of my earth.                                      
  But woo her, gentle Paris, get her heart,  
My will to her consent is but a part;  
And she agreed, within her scope of choice 
 Lies my consent and fair according voice.  
  
Starting with this conversation, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Lord Capulet as 
a good father.  
  
Write about:   



  
• how Shakespeare presents Lord Capulet in this extract  
 • how Shakespeare presents Lord Capulet in the play as a whole.  
 [30 marks] 

4. Model Answer (part of) 
Lord Capulet is discussing Juliet’s hand in marriage to the County Paris in this extract. Juliet is absent 

from this discussion, as was customary in Shakespearean times, but we know she is only 13, ‘My 

child is yet a stranger in the world,’ and although it was legal for girls as young as 12 to marry, it was 

rare for girls to be married at that age. Thus, Lord Capulet is suggesting that Paris wait a while until 

Juliet is more mature. ‘Let two more summers wither in their pride’, which suggests to the audience 

that he is a caring father. He is concerned for her welfare if she were to become a mother early: ‘too 

soon marred are those early made.’ He is referring to the number of children he and Lady Capulet 

have lost, as she was very young when she married him: ‘Earth has swallowed all my hopes but 

she;’ The parallel between ‘married’ and ‘marred’ here foreshadows the tragic ending of the play as 

indeed this intended marriage leads to several deaths. However, he is mindful of the fact that it is his 

duty to provide a wealthy husband for his only daughter and Paris is ideal in this respect. So he 

suggests Paris ‘woo her, […..] get her heart’.  He does not want to lose this business deal.  

Capulet describes Juliet as ‘the hopeful lady of my earth’ which suggests he sees her as security in a 

business arrangement which will maintain his social status and acknowledge he has done his duty in 

providing his only child with a rich husband.  Juliet’s feelings are never considered. Capulet and Paris 

speak in iambic pentameter rhythm with some rhyming couplets.  This formal way of speaking 

indicates their equal high status and it is clear Capulet does not want to lose this. ‘My will to her 

consent is but a part;’ demonstrates that he cannot possibly conceive of the idea that Juliet will 

disobey him. He sounds self-important and arrogant – traits that dominate in Act 3 scene 5 when 

Juliet refuses to marry Paris, and gone is the concern that he demonstrates here. He changes from 

what society in Shakespearean times would consider a good and caring father into a cruel, dictatorial 

bully who would rather throw his daughter out on to the streets or have her put to death rather 

than accept that she has disobeyed his wishes and refused to marry Paris. ‘Hang thee, young 

baggage, disobedient wretch!’ He considers her a curse rather than a blessing now: ‘we have a 

curse in having her.’ He speaks to her using animal terms – he now considers her to be the lowest of 

the low: ‘Graze where you will, you shall not house with me.’  

5. Tips  
 Ensure you explore language, structure, form  

 Embed quotes within your answer  

 Focus on key individual words  

 Use subject terminology  

 Explore the effect of language – think, feel, imagine  

 Contextual ideas – a 16th Century & 21st Century audience  

 Thematic ideas  

 Try to use quotations from the whole play (memorise quotations)  



 

6. Revision resources 

 Good revision sites: ‘sparknotes’  

 Youtube: RSC extracts  

 RSC website 

 Globe theatre previous productions 

 Film versions 

 Study guide  

 Quotation cards  

 GCSEpod   

 Make your own questions and plan the answer  

 


