Casterton Curriculum Statement
“The main purpose of curriculum is to build up the content of long-term memory so that when students are asked to think, they are able to think in more powerful ways because what is in their long-term memories makes their short-term memories more powerful.” — Dylan Wiliam, Creating the Schools Our Children Need
Our Curriculum Vision
At Casterton, we believe education transforms lives. A well-educated young person is happier, healthier, and better prepared for the future. Our curriculum is designed to ensure every student receives a rich, rigorous, and meaningful education to prepare them to achieve and thrive in their adult life.
Unlimited Potential
Ability is not fixed, and young people should not carry invisible labels defining the limits of
[bookmark: _Int_cHXpFYUS]what they can do. Every student can improve, and we never cap their ambition. We do not
refer to higher or lower ability but currently higher or currently lower. However, we
[bookmark: _Int_xYn4w3Bq]make it clear to students that their dreams won’t work unless they do.
[bookmark: _Int_YgJ3xtiu]This applies to everyone including disadvantaged students, those with SEND, and our most vulnerable. Every young person, regardless of background and need, is supported to achieve good academic outcomes and develop as a person so that they are best prepared for the next stage in their journey.
Six Principles
The curriculum is founded on six principles.
· Knowledge First – We prioritise powerful knowledge—essential content that enables deep thinking and lasting understanding.
· Learning That Lasts – True learning is a permanent change in what students know, understand, and can do.
· Raising the Bar – Ambition is universal. We support every student to meet challenging goals.
· [bookmark: _Int_9bCLJ3W6]Every Word Matters -Language defines learning. We want every student to have command of a rich and varied vocabulary.
· Think Big, Go Deep. We want students to have both breadth and depth in their knowledge and understanding of the curriculum.
Knowledge First
Powerful core knowledge forms the backbone of our curriculum. It builds strong mental frameworks (schemas) that make learning meaningful and connected.
· Defined through knowledge organisers in every subject.
· Sequenced to highlight connections and build understanding.
· Informed by the national curriculum and culturally relevant content.
“If we wanted students just to learn facts, then they could be learnt in any order… However, that would not help students to see the connection between aspects of their knowledge.” — Michael Young
Learning that Lasts
Mastery means knowledge is secure and enduring. We do not want students to move on until students have mastered the content.
· Regular, low stakes testing reinforces learning.
· Core Knowledge Tests and Reading for Meaning Tests are used across subjects.
· Feedback addresses misconceptions and is integrated into teaching.
Raising the Bar
[bookmark: _Int_tWvbYHLF]We plan lessons with high expectations for all. Intellectual challenge is normalised, and curiosity is celebrated.
· Expectations are never lowered, even for disadvantaged students or those with SEND.
· Differentiation means support, not reduced challenge.
· Where appropriate, setting by current ability is used—but ambition remains high.
Every Word Matters
Language unlocks learning. Academic vocabulary is explicitly taught in every subject, with a focus on Tier 2 (academic) and Tier 3 (subject-specific) words. Reading fluency and comprehension are at the heart of what we do.
· DEAR (Drop Everything and Read): Daily silent reading in class and at home.
· Accelerated Reader: Students read challenging texts, take quizzes, and track progress.
· Basic Skills Programme in English and Maths.
· Academic Essays using structured writing templates in all subjects.

“The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.” — Wittgenstein
Think Big, Go Deep
Our curriculum balances breadth and depth—wide enough to avoid narrowness, deep enough for real understanding.
· [bookmark: _Int_oLe1SfZ4]A 29-hour school week—4 hours more than most schools—adding nearly an extra year of learning over five years.
· Strong transition support and catch-up interventions in literacy and numeracy.


