Mobile Phone Policy
Purpose and Statutory Context
This policy section forms part of the school’s Behaviour Policy and should be read alongside the Safeguarding Policy and Acceptable Use Policy.
It is written in line with:
· DfE – Behaviour in Schools: Advice for Headteachers and School Staff
· DfE – Searching, Screening and Confiscation
· DfE – Mobile phones in schools (most recent guidance)

The policy supports the school’s duty to maintain a calm, safe and orderly environment that maximises learning time and promotes pupil wellbeing. Ofsted expect behaviour policies to be clear, consistently applied, proportionate, and understood by pupils and parents.

1. Expectations for Mobile Phones
Students are permitted to bring a mobile phone onto the school site at their own risk, subject to the following conditions:
· Phones must be switched off on arrival at school.
· Phones must be placed immediately into the school‑issued mobile phone pouch.
· Pouches must remain locked and on the student’s person throughout the school day.
· Pouches may only be unlocked at designated unlocking points at the end of the school day, unless staff authorise an exception.

Mobile phones must not be seen, heard, or used during the school day unless an agreed exception is in place.

2. Sanctions for Possession of an Unpouched Phone
In accordance with DfE guidance, staff have the statutory power to confiscate mobile phones where school rules are breached. Sanctions are applied calmly, consistently, and proportionately, taking account of individual circumstances.
First Offence
· Immediate confiscation of the phone
· Phone returned only to a parent or named adult
· Incident logged and warning issued
Persistent Breaches
Repeated failure to comply may result in further sanctions in line with the Behaviour Policy, which may include:
· Internal isolation
· Behaviour contract
· Requirement for the phone to be handed in to reception daily
· Temporary removal of permission to bring a mobile phone onto the school site
3. Tampering with or Damaging a Pouch
Deliberate interference with the mobile phone pouch system is treated as a serious breach of school rules.
This includes, but is not limited to:
· Breaking the locking mechanism
· Cutting or damaging the pouch
· Using magnets or other devices to unlock the pouch without authorisation

Sanctions may include:
· Immediate confiscation of the phone
· Internal suspension
· Parental meeting
· Requirement for parents/carers to pay for replacement of deliberately damaged equipment

This approach reflects DfE expectations that schools address deliberate rule‑breaking and damage to property robustly and consistently.

4. Refusal to Comply with Staff Instructions
If a student refuses to:
· place their phone in a pouch,
· hand over a phone when requested by staff, or
· follow reasonable instructions related to this policy,

this will be treated as refusal to follow staff instructions, rather than solely as a mobile phone issue.

In line with DfE guidance, refusal or defiance may result in:
· Internal suspension
· External suspension 
· Sanctions applied under the Behaviour Policy for non‑compliance

5. Confiscation and Return of Phones
· Confiscated phones are stored securely in accordance with DfE guidance.
· [bookmark: _Int_Nn4DQ7SN]The school reserves the right to retain confiscated phones until collected by a parent or carer including if appropriate at the end of the week
· The school accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to mobile phones brought onto the site.
6. Reasonable Adjustments and Exceptions
The school recognises its duties under the Equality Act 2010.
Exceptions to this policy may be made for:
· Medical needs (e.g. diabetes monitoring)
· SEND requirements
· Exceptional pastoral circumstances
All exceptions must be agreed in advance with the school and documented. Any use outside agreed arrangements will be sanctioned in line with this policy.
7. Consistency and Monitoring
· All staff are expected to enforce this policy consistently.
· Senior leaders monitor application of sanctions to ensure fairness and proportionality.
· The policy is reviewed regularly to ensure alignment with DfE guidance and inspection expectations.
8. Rationale
This policy supports:
· High expectations of behaviour
· Protection of learning time
· Positive social interaction
· Student wellbeing and safeguarding

Staff are required not to use their phones for personal use in front of students except in an emergency or for necessary education related tasks.
